
John Clay is an in-demand musical veteran, praised for his creativity, fluid rhythmic feel and ability to play diverse  
musical styles.

John grew up in Louisville, KY playing in local bands from the age of 13. While still in high school, he found himself on stage 
backing Bill Withers in front of 35,000 attendees at the largest benefit concert in Kentucky. At the age of 24, John played 
regularly with guitar legend Jimmy Raney as well as master educator Jamey Aebersold and recorded one of Jamey’s best-
selling play-along records, Getting It Together.

Moving to New York at the age of 25, John continued to work with Raney along with bassists Michael Moore, Chuck Israel, 
Dennis Irwin and others around New York City. Months later, John began work with Zoot Sims, along with Jimmy Rowles and 
Michael Moore, playing top jazz venues like The Village Vanguard, Fat Tuesdays, Rick’s Cafe and many others. John recorded 
with Zoot at RCA Recording Studios, releasing 3 Pablo Today albums including a compilation record with Zoot, Sara Vaughn, 
Clark Terry and Quadrant, A Celebration of Duke.

John’s work became more diverse, playing with the east coast fusion band C’est What, including recording two albums, touring 
the east coast, most notably playing the Saratoga Jazz Festival and NYC’s Blue Note. He went onto a 3-year national reunion 
tour with Soul/R&B band The Main Ingredient. John also twice toured the Midwest with Mike Steinel’s band featuring Jerry 
Bergonzi while the group conducted college and high school clinics. Most recently, John was a member of Shunzo Ohno’s 
Collective with many performances around Westchester County, NY.

Other performances and/or recordings have included distinguished musicians i.e. Jimmy Rowles, Don Friedman, Steve Kuhn, 
Teddy Wilson, Jaki Byard, Harold Mabern, Steve Adelson, Bernie Williams, Gil Parris, Tim Armacost, David Janeway, Sarah 
Cion, Harvie S, Will Lee, Mike Stern, Steve Laspina, Guilherme Franco, Don Alias, Gerry Niewood, Billy Martin, Lew Soloff, 
Nelson Rangell, Cliff Korman, Enrique Haneine and many others.

John currently lives in the New York City suburbs and enjoys performing regularly in the tri-state area.

The idea of recording About Time grew out of recent performances with pianist Enrique Haneine which are always 
spontaneous and engaging. I wanted to document our musical interactions. Playing with Enrique has created some of my 
favorite musical moments.

As I continued conceptualizing and curating tunes for the album, I imagined it expanding beyond a 
trio to include horns and also vocals. I also wanted to assemble a group of musicians that not only 
played great but would have compatible musical approaches and would sound like they had played 
together for years.

I first heard bassist Sean Conly playing with drummer Richie Morales. Sean’s playing is masterful, 
grooving and melodic. He is comfortable playing everything from classic jazz standards to avant-
garde and beyond.

Shunzo Ohno has played as a 
sideman with jazz masters such as 
Art Blakey, Herbie Hancock, Wayne 
Shorter, Gil Evans and Buster 
Williams just to name a few and 
many more as a bandleader. Shunzo 
always brings musical energy to 
stage or studio, and his playing is 
tonally rich, genuine and exciting.

Matt Garrison is a first-called 
saxophonist with a mature, beautiful 
tone and a wonderfully melodic 
approach to everything he plays. He 
is equally adept at tenor  
and soprano.
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Ruby Pucillo is a talented vocalist who really understands both her instrument as well as the genre. Ruby brings a refined fresh 
style to her vocals as well as a nod to the classic jazz vocal masters.

I have always liked albums that are “epic” with the music taking you on a journey and not just presenting tunes in a random 
order.  I wanted a musically balanced performance in terms of varied arrangements, tempos, solos and energy. Sonic quality and 
acoustic reproduction is also a very important part of this recording and Samurai Hotel Recording Studio really came through 
creating a beautiful soundstage as well as an environment that fosters creativity.

The music that I have selected are composed by some very recognizable names like Chick Corea and Wayne Shorter, but also 
some composers you might not know - Billy Drummond, Fred Hersch and Alan Pasqua. They are all very well-known musicians 
in modern jazz, and I think their compositions are destined to be classics. 

I wanted About Time to be an album that is not a one-play wonder but rather one that encourages repeated listening and makes 
the listener feel good. I hope you enjoy!

1. A Lark 6:08 (Composed by Fred Hersch) 
2. Humpty Dumpty 3:39 (Chick Corea)
3. Alice In Wonderland 5:39 (Sammy Fain/Bob Hilliard)
4. Rio 4:34 (Composed by Wayne Shorter) 
5. Dubai 9:32 (Composed by Billy Drummond) 
6. Highway 14 4:25 (Alan Pasqua) 
7. Stella By Starlight 6:08 (Victor Young/Ned Washington, Arr. Shunzo Ohno) 
8. Prelude to Spring 2:02 (Improv by Enrique Haneine) 
9. You Must Believe in Spring 8:15 (Michel Legrand) 
10. My New Friend Old Friend 5:39 (Alan Pasqua) 
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John Clay Drums (all tracks except 8)
Shunzo Ohno trumpet and flugelhorn (tracks 1, 4, 5 and 7)
Matt Garrison tenor and soprano saxophones (tracks 1, 2, 4, 5 and 7)
Enrique Haneine piano (all tracks)
Sean Conly (all tracks except 8)
Ruby Pucillo (tracks 3 and 6)
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